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Summer Fundraising Trips 
 

No, I haven’t been sleeping in on Sunday mornings! The    
reason you haven’t seen me every week at Laurel is because 
I’ve been visiting lots of churches this summer. Some of 
these visits were to churches that already support the CSC 
financially. I spoke at Hardin Valley Church of Christ on July 
6 and then at Berry’s Chapel Church of Christ in Brentwood 
on July 31; they’ve supported us since the 1980’s! 
 

Other visits were to churches that do not yet support the 
CSC. On July 24, I met with the missions committee at 
Fourth Avenue Church of Christ in Franklin; the home     
congregation of our Student President, Bryan Shrader. 
There, I also got to share the “Missions Moment” with the 
congregation, and went on to teach the youth Bible class. 
Finally, on July 31, I spent time with the youth group at 
Woodmont Hills Church in Nashville.   
 

These visits have been worthwhile indeed. It seems            
everywhere I went, I ran into CSC alumni and met incoming 
freshmen!    

Campus for Christ  
Conference 
 

I first attended the annual conference for     
Campus Ministers in the Churches of Christ some 
ten years ago. It was an honor when they invited 
me to be on the board to help plan these             
conferences, and to work with leaders around the 
country to initiate new Campus  Ministries on 
new campuses. 
 

This year, we hosted the conference at Lipscomb 
University.  The theme was Just Walk Across the 
Campus, and it was phenomenal.  Jennifer and I 
even got to co-teach a two-part class entitled 
How to Fight for Your Family. It was great to 
have a handful of Laurel folks there with us: Mark 
Smith, Mike Buckley, and Josh & Laura Zito.   Gulf Coast Getaway board meeting. 

Campus for Christ board meeting. 



 

 

8.14 / Orange Sunday 
 

One week from today is Orange Sunday; a long-held tradition at    
Laurel where members wear the color orange to welcome college 
students and their families. The CSC plans to host a breakfast in the 
gymnasium that morning at 9:30am, so please join us and find a    
student to talk to.  
 

We’ll also have a canopy set up in the lobby for the next two Sundays 
where you can purchase an orange CSC t-shirt for just $5; fill out 
your new Volunteer Form; and sign up for a number of exciting     
opportunities.   

8.22 / Adopt-A-Student Program: Dinner  
 

The purpose of this program is to provide students with a home-away
-from-home, by matching students with church families who will   
invite them into their homes for monthly meals, encouragement and      
support. 
 

Maybe you participated last year and your student graduated, or 
maybe you tried it and couldn’t seem to connect for some reason. 
Whatever the case, we encourage you to sign up by filling out the 
application form. Then, make plans to attend the dinner on Monday, 
August 22 at Laurel, where you will (ideally) meet your match!  

8.23 / iWitness 
 

If you are like the rest of us – knowing you ought to share your faith 
but struggling to know how – this course is for you!  Beginning     
Tuesday, August 23, I’ll be teaching a weekly course on evangelism 
from 6:30-8:00pm at Laurel, every week through November 22.   
 

The first half hour will be a dinner, followed by an hour dedicated to 
prayer, discussion and Bible study. We’ll identify our friends far from 
God, set weekly goals to reach out to them, learn how to share the 
gospel, and explore a handful of fun tools and useful resources. This 
course is open to Laurel members and students alike. Mark Smith will 
be there too!   

8.31 / FriendSpeak: Dinner 
 

On Wednesday, August 31 at 6pm, Laurel members and students from 
the CSC and Johnson University are invited to an interest-meeting 
with free pizza. This is your chance to hear all about the FriendSpeak 
program, and how you might plug in as a conversation partner with 
an international student.  


